draft Minutes for the meeting of the Fimber Parish Council held at 7.30 p.m. on Tuesday 24th October 2006 in the Village Hall
1]   PRESENT: P. Leese (chair), E. Lovatt (clerk), M. Walker, G. Thompson.

2]   APOLOGIES: R. Lambert, I. Smith, M. Patterson

3]   MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: M. Walker pointed out with regard to Item 4 e) that the discussions regarding the ongoing social development of the village, fund-raising 

initiatives etc. belong more appropriately with the Village Hall Committee. The Chairman agreed that this was so. The Minutes were then signed as a correct record.

4]   MATTERS ARISING: 

     a) Planning Applications: No new applications have been received. All three applications for the Towthorpe Cottages have now been approved by the County planners for the works to start.

     b) Speed Limits: Since the new signs and road markings have been installed, some improvement in vehicles slowing at each end of the village and abiding by the speed limits has been noticed by residents. It was agreed to ask the County authorities to carry out another count of speeding infringements, and to do regular police speed-checks within the village. (Clerk’s note: The Police “Senior Charge Officer” and a constable were in the village for more than 4 hours on Sunday 29th October, and stopped a good number of 4- and 2-wheeled vehicles to offer advice or cautions). 

    c) Streetscene Works: The programme of Works, as put forward from the April Council Meeting was carried out in early August, largely to the satisfaction of those who had been in attendance with Mr. Stanley Larard at the preceding ‘walkabout’ on 3rd July. This satisfaction was expressed in our reply to Mr. Mike Connor’s official Council ‘Works’ follow-up letter of 1st September. This letter included a short questionnaire which the Clerk undertook to return to Mr. Connor’s Department after consulting with all council members (except G. Thompson who was unavailable). 

Items which still require attention – some “Highways” matters (drains and kerbing), some overhanging vegetation, and the communal septic tank below Cowslip Cottage (this last had already been referred to the EYRC Housing Dept. – Chairman’s note of 10/07/06).

With regard to drains and kerbing, and any other non-completed jobs, Mr Larard noted, in his ‘walkabout’ follow-up letter dated 4th July, that these would be dealt with ‘in order of priority when funding is available’ by the appropriate operational unit. This applies especially to the kerbs outside the White House and the main road drains that have already had some work done on them and are still flooding across the road during heavy rain. 

[Chairman to email Dave England].

With regard to overhanging vegetation, it was agreed that most of this would be on shared boundaries of one sort or another where some contention could arise over costs. It was agreed, therefore, to further consult with the E.Y.R.C., and to display on both village notice-boards a legally acceptable notice of general guidance to which the various parties involved could be referred. [StreetScene Schedule and relevant correspondence available for consultation by residents with Chairman or Clerk]. 

5]   VILLAGE AND CHURCHYARD TIDY-UP:  

J. Megginson will speak with John Chapman about trimming back the fir trees in the churchyard. The nettles in the church bank / verge can be dealt with next summer. 

It is generally felt that a lot of good work has been done throughout this year on the village’s appearance; the committee wishes to thank all who have taken part, and put in so much effort.

6]   NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH: There has been one car broken into in the village in recent months. The N.W. co-ordinator rapidly circulated a note around to all residents with details and a warning to be vigilant. 

M. Walker is still attending the Police Neighbourhood Watch Panel meetings; I. Smith and G. Thompson have also gone along in support, and it is felt that these councillors’ attendance raises awareness and helps to forge closer links with the police services.

7]   VILLAGE FUND-RAISING: The discussion was pursued about responsibility for this activity (see Item 3] above). Both the Church and the Village Hall are still in need of funds. It was agreed (proposed G. Thompson / seconded J. Megginson) that the Village Hall Committee should co-ordinate ideas for fund-raising. To be discussed at the AGM in January.

8]  DRIFFIELD TWILIGHT BUS: Sally Baird of the HWRCC has spoken to the clerk about the Parish Council’s £50 donation towards the running costs of the bus. She suggested that a good way to promote awareness of and interest in the facility would be to request a short piece, plus a photo, in a local newspaper. This would also be the appropriate public place for her Council to thank ours for this donation.

9]    AUDITS AND ACCOUNTS: The Chairman is following up on the missing pieces for the next return.

10]  PLANNING APPLICATIONS: The revised plans for building work at nos. 1,2 and 3 Towthorpe Cottages have been approved by the E.R.Y.C. (see Item 4a) above).

11]    ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  None.

12]   DATES OF MEETINGS FOR NEXT YEAR:
                                                                             Refreshments
Tuesday  16th  January 2007


       P. Leese

Tuesday  17th  April 2007  (A.G.M.)

      G. Thompson

Tuesday  10th  July  2007



       I. Smith

Tuesday  23rd  October 2007


       R. Lambert

The meeting closed at 20.50hrs.
